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a global nature as well today. And there-
fore, we have repeatedly mentioned that
joint efforts are essential if you want to
be a success in this fight.

Therefore, we welcome the firm position
of the U.S. President in this regard. And
therefore, we welcome his courage and
consistency with which he persists his poli-
cies, in spite of any elements that interfere

with that. And we expect that our inter-
action will make a significant and decisive
contribution to the elimination of terrorism
worldwide.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:54 a.m. in
the Delta Lodge at the Kananaskis Village
resort. A reporter referred to Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Cleveland’s School Choice

Program

June 27, 2002

This landmark ruling is a victory for par-
ents and children throughout America. By
upholding the constitutionality of Cleve-
land’s school choice program, the Supreme
Court has offered the hope of an excellent
education to parents and children through-
out our country. This decision clears the
way for other innovative school choice pro-
grams, so that no child in America will
be left behind.

School choice offers proven results of a
better education, not only for children en-
rolled in the specific plan but also for chil-
dren whose public schools benefit from the
competition. The Milwaukee choice plan,
begun in the early 1990s, has resulted in
substantially improved reading and math

scores for thousands of low-income chil-
dren. The program has also had a positive
impact on the entire public school system,
which has responded to competition with
better results.

The education reforms we enacted ear-
lier this year give unprecedented new op-
tions to parents of children trapped in low-
performing schools. My budget builds on
this act by adding important new options
to empower parents—particularly low-in-
come families—to improve their children’s
education. I urge Congress to move quickly
to build on the momentum generated from
this decision to enact my education prior-
ities.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Defense Appropriations

Legislation
June 27, 2002

I commend the Members of the House
for their strong, bipartisan show of unity
in our war against terrorism with passage
of the defense appropriations bill. T urge
the Senate to work in a similar bipartisan
fashion and pass the bill in July so that

our men and women in the armed services
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have every resource they need to continue
defending freedom. It is critical in this time
of war that the defense appropriations bill
be at the front, not the end, of the legisla-
tive line. Our troops deserve nothing less.
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